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—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Perl d for Response 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO FXPIRF MONTH(S) FROM THE 

MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a response be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for response specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a response within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for response is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to respond within the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 

□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disp sition of Claims 

jjt^laim(s) / ^ ^ is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

^^€laim(s) /* *^ J^ is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

□ Claim(s) are subject to restriction or election 

requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on ____ is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
$n~he oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: . 

Attachment(s) 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

l^fKlotice of References Cited, PTO-892 ^^tflotice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other 
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-Application/Control Number: 09/955,512 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3652 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the features of claims 
4, 6, 13, and 18 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

I 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
either Kuribayashi, et al or Hofmeister, et al in view of Japanese Patent 2000-124285 
and Fin. 

Either Kuribayashi et al or Hofmeister et al (Figs, 8a-8d) discloses an adjustable 
loadport. Either Kuribayashi et al or Hofmeister et al lacks plural drive screws and 
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distance sensors. Japanese Patent 2000-124285 discloses the use of plural drive 
screws in Fig. 3. Fin discloses the use of distance sensors. It would have been obvious 
to a mechanic with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 
these features to either primary reference, the motivation to use plural drive screws is 
the known use of equivalents. Distant sensors provide for location identification. 

5. The remaining references are cited to show similar structure. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Bratlie whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2669. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 6:30 
to 5:00. Friday is the examiner's day off. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
4177. 



Bratlie/kn 
April 14, 2003 
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NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION 

(Attachment to Office Action) 

This application does not conform with the rules governing applications for the reason(s) checked 
below. The period within which to correct these requirements and avoid abandonment is set in 
the accompanying Office action. 

A. A new oath or declaration, identifying this application by t he ap plication number and filing date is 
required. The oath or declaration does not comply with 37 CFR 1 .63 in that it: 

1. D does not identify the city and state or foreign country of residence of each inventor. 

2. Q does not identify the citizenship of each inventor. 

3. □ does not state whether the inventor is a sole or joint inventor. 

4. □ does not Btate that the person making the oath or declaration: 

a. □ has reviewed and understands the contents of the specification, including the 

claims, as amended by any amendment specifically referred to in the oath or 
declaration. " 

b. □ believes the named inventoj^or inventors to be the original and first inventor or 

inventors of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought. 

c. □ acknowledges the duty to disclose information which is material to the examination 

of the application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.56(a). 

5. □ does not identify the foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate on which 

priority is claimed pursuant to 37 CFR U55, and any foreign application having a filing 
date before that of the application on which priority is claimed, by specifying the 
application serial number, country, day, month, and year of its filing. 

6. □ does not state that the person making the oath or declaration acknowledges the duty to 

disclose material information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) which occurred between 
the filing date of the prior application and filing date of the continuation-in-part 
application which discloses and claims subject matter in addition to that disclosed in 
the prior application (37 CFR 1.63(d)). 

7. □ does not include the date of execution. 

8. D does not use permanent ink, or its equivalent in quality, as required under 37 CFR 

1.52(a). ; 

'i 9 W contains non-initialed alterations (See 37 CFR 152(c)). ^^^ ^i-^Zfer^ 4>ts<r&dL . 
' 10. □ Othen * 



B. Applicant is require d/to provide: ' 

1. □ A statement signed by applicant giving his or her complete name. A full name must 

include at least one given name without abbreviation as required by 37 CFR 1.41(a). . 

2. D Proof of authority of the legal representative under 37 CFR 1.44. 
.3. a An abstract in compliance with 37 CFR 1.72(b). 

4. □ A statement signed by applicant giving his or her complete post office address (37 CFR 

1.33(a)). 

5. O A copy of the specification written, typed, or printed in permanent ink, or its equivalent in 

quality as required by 37 CFR 1.52(a). 

6. □ Other: 
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